Meeting Minutes
ILDA Annual Business Meeting
6 November 2021

Zoom Call

Board Members Present: Brian Gonzales, Roberta McHattan, Olga Eser, Theo Petrides, Christopher Short
Member(s) Absent or Excused: None

Staff Present:  Patrick Murphy (Director), David Kumpula (Secretary)
Other Members: 

Start Time: 
2:17 PM EST

Close Time: 
 4:13PM EST

Agenda:
Introductions

Credits and Notes of Appreciation

Recognition of ILDA Accredited Professionals

Recognition of Past Career Achievement Winners

Reading of the ILDA Purpose and Mission

Election of Board Members

Appointment of Board Secretary

ILDA Financial and Membership Reports

ILDA Committee Status Reports

Future Conferences

Skyzan Sponsorship

New Business

Member Introductions
Brian Gonzalez: Laserist since 2007.  Started as a student member.  Compliance hardware interests.

Roberta McHatton: ILDA Board member for past four years.  25+ years of laser entertainment experience.  Laserfantasy previous, ER Productions, safety standards, 

Olga Eser: Ukraine but now in Turkey, works with husband,  mostly works with laser rental services

Theo Petrides:  Been involved with lasers since college.  Focus is on laser art.  Works in the laser defense industry.

Chris Short: Co-inventor of the Radiator.  Artist, stumbled into lasers, having trouble with regulatory compliance, wants more out of ILDA in that regard,

Newlin Parker: Involved with media creation for many years, but got into lasers a decade ago from a nightclub perspective.

Dirk Apitz: Been involved with lasers for about 20 years.  Freelance hardware and software developer.  ILDA member since 1996, animation system creator, technical committee, IDN, chair of technical committee

David Kumpula: Hobbyist builder and content developer

Wayne Gillis:  Michigan, works with Illuminatus.  Been working with lasers since 1964.  Lots of laser manufacturing experience

Thomas Avisse: Lightdiction, from France.  Interned at Pangolin.  Created his company six years ago – e.g. military laser range finders as well as laser entertainment / interaction projects.

Matthias Frank: University of Bonn, Lecturer, focused on communication protocols.  Joined ILDA since 2009, works on IDN, 

Nisha Ramnath: Split off to be an individual member of ILDA from larger company, makes custom content, encourages ILDA membership

Mike Gould:  Laser interactive 

Alexander Timofeev: Orion-Art Multimedia.  ILDA member since 1998.  Focus on multimedia/graphics shows.  60+

Markus Voggenberger: VisuTek, artistic director for multimedia shows including lasers.  

Brad Billet: Delaware, small laser gigs, started in 2009.  One man laser operation BB Laser Productions.  Been in ILDA for a decade.  Was a member of the board for four years

Richard Gonsalves:  Involved with lasers since 1990.  Worked exclusively for a musical artist, co-author of Laser book, chair of awards committee

Kristin Nelson: lasers, lighting, etc.  Chair of Equity Committee.  Fairly new to lasers (3 years).

Steve McHatton: Started in lasers in the 90s.  Worked with Laser Fantasy International in 1995.  Now works with Laser Safety Services with Roberta's.

Sally Steranko:  Image Engineering.  Programming laser content.  IE does wide range of 

Mike Meyer:  Got started with lasers for a school fundraiser.  Started business.  Will be hosting ILDA in 2023.

Sean Populorum:  Optic Laser Media in North Carolina.  Content design.  Beamshows.  

S. Kumar:  India.  Been involved with lasers since 1996.  Work with hardware and software.  Joined ILDA in 2013.  Sells laser hardware and software.

Ken Fink:  Became involved with lasers as a physics undergraduate, started a science education business.    Wide variety of laser

Alberto Kellner Ongaro:  Joined ILDA in 1994.  Based in Milan.  

Derek Garbos and Nick Squire:  Involved with lasers since the late 80s.  Based in Canada.  

Patrick Murphy: ILDA Executive Director 

Notes of Appreciation: 
Thanks to Newlin for helping with this event.  Also, thanks to Richard for his work with the awards.  Thanks to Brian for hosting the video services and associated coding.

ILDA Accredited Professionals: 
A designation gained by providing several resources and statements of contribution to the industry.  Examples of resources include documenting shows, educating others, community volunteering, and letters from clients.  Members include Lasernet, LaserSpectacles (Timothy Walsh), and LOBO.

ILDA Career Achievement Winners:
Patrick and the Board acknowledged the outstanding achievements of past Career Achievement Winners including Patrick Murphy, Greg Makhov, Tim Walsh, Dr. Alexander Timofeev, William R. Benner, Jr., Tom Harman, Alberto Kellner Ongaro, Christine Jenkin
ILDA Mission and Purpose Statements / Code of Ethics:
The Purpose and Mission of ILDA statement and Code of Ethics was read.

Election of Board Members: 
Roberta McHatton and Brian Gonzalez's seats are open.  Richard Gonsalves is also running for the Board.

Candidate Statements:  

Roberta:  Would like to continue running a few more years.  Feel things have gone well on the Board.  Chair of Ethics committee.  Only one complaint this year and none the prior year.

Brian:  Pleasure to be President of ILDA for five years.  Been on the board for 6 years.  Patrick, Bill Benner and Greg Makhov supported Brian's knowledge building since he was at university.  Feels that Board is functioning well.

Richard Gonzales: Conveyed that he wished to step down from consideration.

As there was no opposition to Brian and Roberta continuing as Board members, no election was necessary.  Brian was running unopposed as ILDA Board President and therefore will continue in this role.

Appointment of ILDA Secretary:  
No one volunteered for the seat other than David Kumpula and was therefore reappointed by the board for 2022. Brad Billet expressed his willingness to serve as backup for David if he is unable or no longer desires to remain in the position during the year.

ILDA status report:  

ILDA membership is near highest level ever.  US members represent 55% of the total membership, with Germany at 8.5%, the UK at 4.8%, and many other countries

Annual Income:  $49K.  Dues are the primary income.  LSO and Conference are the other revenues.

Expenses:  Total $46K – down from $66K two years ago.  Biggest expenses are wages and taxes.  

Only have 3K in bank currently.  ILDA membership dues are due in December.

Finances are currently tight but adequate.

Committee Status Reports:
Safety Committee (Greg Wasn't present)  Patrick:  LSO classes and working with FAA, ANSI standards close to publication.  

Ethics Committee:  Roberta:  Only one ethics concern this year that was resolved.

Technical Committee:  Derek:   IDN file format is nearly drafted.  Two implementations in place.  

Awards Committee:  Richard Gonzalves.  Nothing new to report.  Things working well in committee.

Regulatory:  Brian:  FDA and FAA participation have been a big benefit this year.  Neil Samanta is the new FDA leader for the laser industry.

Conference Committee:  Christine wasn't present.  Patrick covered.  Tried to get to Atlantic Beach with Michael Meyer's phenomenal efforts.  Had to cancel again due to COVID and lack of ability for non-US members to get into the US.  

Conference Host and Location for 2022, 2023 and Beyond:  
2022 ILDA Conference:  ER Productions in London will host the meeting.  Dates are not yet finalized, but it will be in late Autumn or Winter.

2023 Conference:  Mike Meyer will host in Crystal Coast, North Carolina.  

We are still looking for Conference hosts for 2024-2026.

Skyzan Sponsorship:  
We didn't have a software sponsor for Skyzan this year.  Need one for coming year.  Cost is $1500.  Roberta volunteered to sponsor the coming year.  Thank you, Roberta!

New Business:
Potential Ethics Complaint:  Dirk brought up a potential ethics issue involving an ILDA member company who allegedly used open-source software without properly recognizing the original authors.  An ethics complaint will likely be submitted by the authors of the open-source software.

Laser Education Committee:  Nisha Ramnath suggested the investigation of a Laser Education Committee in order to reach out to younger people.  The membership responded favorably to further investigation.  Ken Fink, whose company specializes in this area, expressed his support in the idea.  

Close: MOTION:  A motion to close meeting was made by Brian Gonzales and seconded by Christopher Short. The motion passed by all Board members present.
